
 CARLISLE PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD MEETING 
 
 
The Carlisle Parks and Recreation Board met on April 4, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the Stuart 
Community Center. The following board members were present: Chairman Jeff Stuby, Whitney 
Baker, Pam Fowler, Jordan Heckman, Eric Oakman, Jim Mader and Bob Schmidlein.  
 
Borough Council Liaison, Brenda Landis, Parks and Recreation Director, Andrea Crouse, and 
Parks and Recreation Secretary, Melinda Hench, were also in attendance. Five guests, from 
Valley Meadows and Cumberland Youth Cycling Development, were present. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Stuby at 7:00 p.m.                           
 
REVIEW OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Minutes of the March 7, 2019 meeting were presented and approved.             Heckman/Oakman  
 
TABLED ITEM 
Pump Track Proposal 
A motion was made to take the pumptrack discussion from the table. The motion carried.                                                                          
Heckman/ Fowler 
 
John Cox, of Cumberland Youth Cycling Development (CYCD), answered questions from the 
floor concerning CYCD’s Pumptrack Proposal. Questions pertained to the Valley Meadows Park 
location, liability and the extent of tree removal which would be necessary. John explained that 
CYCD is seeking approval from the borough to proceed with a preliminary design and funding 
plan for the Valley Meadows Pumptrack. If approval is granted, location, trees and drainage 
would all be considered in the design. Liability and maintenance issues would be covered by an 
agreement between the borough and CYCD.  
 
To minimize maintenance, the pumptrack would be built with a mix of dirt which is non-erosive. 
It would be open to the public during park hours and suitable for riders of all ages and skill 
levels. The track would consist of a one-way circuit with a starting point where riders would 
take turns entering the course. Alongside basic elements of the track, there would be features 
designed to challenge advanced riders.  
 
A motion was made to recommend to Borough Council that preliminary approval be given to 
Cumberland Youth Cycling Development to pursue design and funding for the Valley Meadows 
Pumptrack. The motion carried.                          Fowler/Schmidlein 
 
Director Crouse anticipated that CYCD could present the Pumptrack Proposal at the Borough 
Council Workshop Meeting on Wednesday, May 1, 2019. 
 
 
 



DIRECTOR’S REPORT   
Employment Skills Center Lease 
A PBS to allow the Employment Skills Center (ESC) to lease a room at the Community Center, 
previously leased by the tax collector, will be on Borough Council’s agenda. Andrea explained 
that the Employment Skills Center plans to teach a Certified Nurse Assistant (CNA) program.  
 
The solicitor has drafted a one-year lease, at $350 per month, with a 2% increase each year. The 
lease would begin June 1, 2019. ESC would be responsible for painting and carpeting the room. 
 
USAWC Class of 2019 Gift 
Staff continues to work with Lt. Colonel LaFran Marks and the Lincoln Cemetery Committee. 
The Lincoln Cemetery archway is being built. The borough is entering into an agreement 
concerning the Class of 2019’s donation of the arch, future maintenance by the borough and 
liability by the builders of the archway. The structure will be dedicated on May 27, 2019 in 
conjunction with the annual Memorial Day celebration at Memorial Park. 
 
A public meeting concerning Lincoln Cemetery will be held on April 16 at 7:00 p.m. at One West 
Penn Street.  
 
Born Learning Trail 
Plans are proceeding for installation of a Born Learning Trail at Lindner Park. Staff has provided 
input on the best placement of signage. The United Way and Carlisle Rotary Club plan to install 
the signs on Friday, April 26. Completion of the Trike Track will be done by John Gleim 
Excavating with material donation by Union Quarries. Information about the project will be 
posted at the park to inform the public. 
 
Summer Basketball League 
Staff has entered into a Park Use Agreement with the Carlisle Community Coalition for a 
Summer Basketball League at Memorial Park. Preston Stackfield is Executive Director of the 
volunteer coalition. The league will be organized by Tim Atkinson who grew up in Carlisle and is 
currently in graduate school. Jordan Stasyszyn is involved, as well. Registration for the free co-
ed league, with 10U, 12U and 14U divisions, has begun. The league will promote positive values 
and academics. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Valley Meadows Fields 
Andrea announced that the Carlisle Lacrosse Club is once again utilizing the athletic fields at 
Valley Meadows Park. The first home games are Saturday, April 6. Park maintainers have 
redesigned the main parking area, making space for 75 vehicles. 
 
Seven Gables Park 
Eric Oakman asked for an update on the efforts to control the homeless population at Seven 
Gables Park. Andrea explained that South Middleton Township had planned to clear a road 
around the park last fall, but their work was hampered by equipment trouble. Members noticed 
recently that this work has been done.  



Northside Bike Ride 
Brenda Landis spoke about the Northside Bike Ride to be held on Saturday, April 6. The ride 
begins with a breakfast at 9 am at New Life Community Church and follows a portion of the 
borough’s Bike and Pedestrian Network. Stops along the way will include Project SHARE, the 
YWCA and Memorial Park. There will be refreshments and free give-aways. 
 
Brenda suggested promoting guided tours of the Bike and Pedestrian Trail. Eric recently visited 
Cave Hill Nature Center and encouraged development of the trails there. Andrea explained that 
the Cave Hill trails were maintained until 5-10 years ago when trail maintenance was 
discontinued. The trail to the creek is very steep and has eroded significantly. 
 
Shade Tree Commission 
Staff is currently working on the Spring Street Tree Planting. The Shade Tree Committee urged 
that priority be given to applicants in downtown areas where street trees are sparse. About 
eight trees will be planted this spring with a second planting taking place in the fall.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Following a motion, the meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.                Fowler/Heckman 
 
The next board meeting will be held May 2, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at Stuart Community Center. Any 
member who is unable to attend the meeting is asked to notify Andrea Crouse.   
 
 


